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T NTIlKCLAlMvS: 

A clean version of llic entire set of pending claims is as follows: 

1 . (ONCE AMRNDliD) A method for identifying and storing changes lo a data 
processing system wiUiin a distributed data processing system, the method comprising the 
coinpiUer-implcmenled steps of: 

initializing the data processing system for a capture of an initial state of the data 
processing system; 

modi fying the data processing system; 

capturing a modified state of the data processing system; and 

storing differences between the initial state and the modified state as a set of 
configuration parameters in a depository, wherein the differences are separated into 
system-specific changes and user-specific changes; and 

wherein the system specific changes are applied on a per-system basis and the 
user-specific changes are applied on apcr-userbasi;?, 

2. The method of 1 wherein the distributed data processing system is a 
heterogeneous client-server sy.stetn. 

3. The method of I wherein the data processin^j system is a Windows-based system. 

4. The melhod of 1 wherein a state of the data processing system is captured by 
performing a snfipshot of data within the data processing system. 

5. The method of 4 wherein the snapshot may be configured to include or to exclude 
poilions of data within the data processing system. 

6. I'he method of 1 wherein the differences between the initial state and the 
modified state comprise differences between user files, system files, user registries, and 
system registries, 
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7. (ONCE AMENDED) A method for idcnlifying and storing changes to a data 
processing system within a distributed data processing system, the method comprising the 
computer-implemented steps of: 

initializing the data processing system for a capture of an initial state of the data 

processing system; 

modifying the data processing system; 

capturing a modified state of the data processing system; and 

storing differences between the initial state and the modified state as a set of 
configuration parameters in a dcpositoiy, wherein tli j differences are separated into 
systcm-spccitic changes and uscr-spccific changes; 

wherein the system specific changes are applied on a pcr-system basis and the 
nscr-specinc changes arc applied on a per-user basis; 

wherein the differences between the initial stale and the modified slate comprise 
Ji Hbrcnces boUvcea user files, system files, user registries, and system registries; and 

wherein the differences between user files arid differences between user registries 
may bo used to manage configurability of the application on a per-uscr basis, 

8. Tlic method of 6 wherein the differences bel ween system files and differences 
between sysiem registries may be used to manage eonfigurabilily of the application on a 
pcr-systenj basis. 

9. llie method of 1 wherein the di nercnccs between the initial state and the 
modified state comprise differences between .TNI files. 

10. The method of 9 wherein the di ffcrcnccs between .INI files is captured line-by- 
line, 

1 1 . The method of l wherein the data processing system is modified by instalUng an 
application. 
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1 2. The method of 1 wherein the data processing system is modified by changing a 
registry file. 

1 3. The method of 1 wherein the data processing system is modi Tied by changing a 
.INI (lie. 

14. (ONCli AMENDED) An apparatus for idemirying and storing changes to a data 
processing system within a distributed data processing system, the apparatus comprising: 

initializing means for initializing the data processing system for a capture of an 
ini(ia) state of the data processing system; 

modi Tying means for modi Tying the data processing system; 

capturing means for capturing a modilicd stale of the data processing system; and 

storing means for storing diTfercuccs between the initial state and the modified 
slate as a set of configuration parameters in a depository, wherein the differences arc 
separated into systcnvspeciTic changes and user-specific changes; and 

wherein the system specific changes are applied on a per-system basis and the 
user-specific changes arc applied on a pcr-user basi^j. 

1 5. The apparatus of 14 wherein the distributed data processing system is a 
heterogeneous client-server system. 

1 6. The apparatus of 14 wherein the data processing system is a Windows-based 
system. 

1 7. Tlic apparatus of 14 wherein a state of the d.ita processing system is captured by 
pcrfomiing a snapshot of data within the data proct.=ising system. 

1 8. The apparatus of 17 wherein the snapshot may be configured to include or to 
exclude portions of data within the data processing system. 
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] y. The apparatus of 14 wherein Ihc differences bvLwccii Ibe initial stale and the 
nioclifietl iilatc comprise differences between user files, system files, user registries, and 
systtini registries. 

20. (ONCii AMENDED) An apparatus for idenlt fying and storing changes to a data 
processing system within a distributed data processing system, the apparatus comprising: 

initializing means for initializing ihc data processing system for a capture of an 
initial state of the data processing system; 

modifying means for modifying the data processing system; 

capturing means for capturing a modified stale of the data processing system; and 

storing means for storing differences between the initial state and the modified 
state as a set of configuration parameters in a depository, wherein the differences arc 
separated into syslem-spccific changes and nscr-spccific changes; 
wherein the system speci fic changes arc applied on a per-systcm basis and the user- 
specific changes arc applied on a pcr-user basis; 

wherein the differences between the initial slate and the modified state comprise 
diflcrences between user files, system files, user registries, and system registries; and 
wherein tlic differences between user files and differences between user registries may be 
used to manage contlgurabilily of the application on a pcr-user basis. 

2 1 . The apparatus of 19 wherein the differences between system files and differences 
between systenx registries may be used to manage configurability of the application on a 
pcr-system basis. 

22. The apparatus of 14 wherein tlie di ffercnces between the initial state and tlae 
modified state comprise differences between .INI files, 

23. The apparatus of 22 wherein the difference:, bet-ween .TNI files is captured line- 
by-line. 
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24. The apparatus of 1 4 wherein the data processing system is modified by installing 
an application. 

25. The apparatus of 14 wherein the data processing system is modified by changing 
a registry file, 

26. The apparatus of 14 wherein the data processing system is modified by clianging 
a .INI file. 

27. (ONCB AMENDED) A computer program product on a compnter-rcadable 
medium for identifying and storing changes to a data processing system within a 
distributed data processing system, the computer pmgram product comprising: 

first instructions for initializing the data processing system for a capture of an 
iuifial state of the data processing system; 

second instructions for modifying the data processing system; 

third insUiictions for capturing a modified slate of tlie data processing system; and 

fourtli instructions for storing di ffcrences between the initial slate and the 
modi ficd state as a set of configuration parameters in a dcpositoi-y, wherein the 
differences are separated into system-specific cham:.es and user-specific changes; and 

wherein the system specific changes are applied on a per-systcm basis and the 
uscr-spcci fie changes arc applied on a pcr-user basics, 

28. (ADDED) A method of managing a distributed data processing system, comprising 
the computer implemented steps of: 

creating a package file which contains infoimalion indicating changes in a 
computer system from an initial state to a modified state; 
creating a user pixifile associated with a user; 

storing the package and user profile on a first computer of the distributed data 
processing system such thai the package and user profile can be sent lo individual 
computers of the distributed data processing system; 

Page 6 of H 
Gcor&e etal. - 09/299,952 

Received from < 972 367 2002 > at 3/10/03 2:03:25 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



